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Diamond Bar is a scenic
community located on the
eastern edge of Los Angeles
County, within minutes of
Orange, Riverside, and San
Bernardino counties. With
its origin as a center for
ranching perched among a
landscape of rolling hills in
the East San Gabriel Valley,
suburban-style growth later
established Diamond Bar as a
residential community known
for its friendly country-living
atmosphere, abundant open
spaces, exceptional public
facilities, well-maintained
parks and hiking trails, and
excellent schools.
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Looking to the future, Diamond
Bar residents seek to maintain
what they love about the city,
including its open spaces, rural
character, and family-friendly
neighborhoods. Diamond Bar
residents also desire to create
new opportunities and places for
residents to gather, play, live, and
work. The city must also contend
with the pressures of regional
growth and its related impacts on
traffic, air quality, the demand
for housing and jobs, and the
loss of open spaces, as well as
the potential effects of climate
change and natural disasters.
Additionally, the continued
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need to deliver high-quality
city programs and services will
be shaped by the community’s
changing demographics.
This General Plan is a dynamic
policy document intended to
guide the long-term development
of the City of Diamond Bar. The
Plan reflects the community’s
values and desires, as expressed
in a broad vision for the future,
and addresses important issues
such as land use and urban
design, economic development,
circulation, resource conservation,
public facilities and services,
safety, public health, and
sustainability.

SCOPE AND PURPOSE

PURPOSE OF THE GE NER AL PL AN
State planning law requires that
each city and county adopt a
comprehensive, long-term general
plan for the physical development
of any lands in its jurisdiction, and
for any land outside its boundaries
which bears relation to its planning
(Government Code Section
65300). The Diamond Bar General
Plan establishes the community’s
long-term vision for development
and includes policies to carry
out that vision by directing future
growth in the city. Policies in the
Plan guide decision-making and
activity related to development,
such as land use, transportation,
conservation, environmental
quality, recreation, public services,
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and safety. The General Plan has
been adopted by the City Council
and serves to:
• 	Establish a long-range vision
that reflects the goals and
desires of the Diamond Bar
community;
• 	Provide City departments, the
Planning Commission, and the
City Council with strategies
and implementing actions to
achieve the vision;
• 	Provide a basis for evaluating
whether individual
development proposals and
public projects are in harmony
with the General Plan vision
and policies;
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• 	Provide standards and
guidance to allow City
departments, other public
agencies, and private
developers to design projects
that are consistent with the
General Plan vision and
policies;
• 	Provide the basis for
establishing other
implementing plans and
programs, such as the Zoning
Ordinance, subdivision

regulations, specific and
master plans, and the Capital
Improvement Program.
State law requires that a variety
of City actions be consistent
with the General Plan. Regular
ongoing use and review of the
General Plan is therefore essential.
Successful implementation of the
General Plan requires effective
communication among City staff,
the community, and City decisionmakers.

GE NER AL PL AN REQUIRE ME NTS
The State of California grants
local governments the authority
to control land use decisions
within their jurisdictions. Thus,
cities have considerable flexibility
in preparing their general plans
as long as they meet the basic
requirements of State planning
law. The California Government

Code establishes both the content
of general plans and rules for
their adoption and subsequent
amendment. Together, State law
and judicial decisions establish
three overall guidelines for
general plans, which should
be comprehensive, internally
consistent, and long-range.

In 1989,
Diamond Bar
became the
86th city in
Los Angeles
County.
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COMPREHENSIVE
The General Plan must be geographically comprehensive. That is, it
must apply throughout the entire incorporated area and other areas
that the City determines are relevant to its planning. The General
Plan must also address the full range of issues that affect the city’s
physical development.

INTERNALLY CONSISTENT
The General Plan must fully integrate its separate parts and relate
them to each other without conflict. All adopted portions of the
General Plan, whether required by State law or not, have equal legal
weight. None may supersede another, so the General Plan must
resolve conflicts among the provisions of each element. “Horizontal”
consistency applies as much to figures and diagrams as to the
General Plan text. It also applies to data and analysis as well as
policies.

LONG RANGE
The general plan must take a long-term perspective as anticipated
development will affect the city and the people who live or work
there for years to come.

State law requires all general
plans to include seven mandatory
elements: land use, circulation,
conservation, open space,
safety, noise, and housing. The
combination of two or more
mandated elements is permitted.
As housing elements are required
to be updated more frequently
on a State-mandated cycle, the
Diamond Bar Housing Element is
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provided under separate cover.
Table 1-1 shows where required
elements can be found in the
Diamond Bar General Plan.
Government Code Section 65303
provides that a general plan may
include any other elements which,
in the judgment of the legislative
body, relate to the development
of the city. The City of Diamond
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Bar has determined that economic
development, community
character, public facilities and
services, and community health
and sustainability are critical
issues tied to future growth in the
community and has included these
additional elements in the chapters
of the General Plan.

HORIZON YEAR
Given the long-range requirement,
the Diamond Bar General Plan
establishes a horizon year of 2040,
representing a reasonable time
period in which to plan for the
city’s next major phase of growth,
change, and investment. The
horizon year is not an end point for
the Plan or its policies, but provides
a context for short-, medium-, and
long-term decision-making.

Table 1-1: Relationship between General Plan Elements
and State Requirements
Required
Element

Location in General Plan

Land Use
Circulation
Conservation
Open Space
Safety
Noise
Housing

Chapter 2: Land Use and Economic Development
Chapter 4: Circulation
Chapter 5: Resource Conservation
Chapter 5: Resource Conservation
Chapter 7: Public Safety
Chapter 7: Public Safety
Chapter 9: Provided under separate cover
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PLANNING CONTEXT

REGIONAL LOCATION
The City of Diamond Bar is
located on the eastern edge of
Los Angeles County in the San
Gabriel Valley. With convenient
access to State Route 57 (SR-57)
and SR-60, Diamond Bar is within
30 miles driving distance of the
cities of Los Angeles, Riverside,
and Irvine, making it a desirable
part of the region to live and work.
Diamond Bar is bounded by the
cities of Industry and Pomona to
the north and Chino Hills to the
east, and unincorporated Los

Angeles County to the south and
west. The western edge of the city
lies at the intersection of SR-57
and SR-60, with SR-57 connecting
the city to Interstate 10 (I-10) one
and a half miles to the north and
SR-60 connecting to SR-71 roughly
two miles to the east. The Industry
Metrolink Station lies on Diamond
Bar’s northern border with the City
of Industry, providing east-west
transit connections to Los Angeles
and Riverside. The regional setting
is depicted in Figure 1-1.
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PL ANNING AREA
The Planning Area for the General
Plan, shown in Figure 1-2, is defined
as the land area addressed by the
General Plan’s policies and land
use designations. The Planning Area
encompasses 13,039 acres, of which
9,526 acres (73 percent) is in the
city limits and the remaining 3,513
acres (27 percent) is in the Sphere
of Influence (SOI). It is bounded by
the cities of Industry and Pomona to
the north, Pomona and Chino Hills

to the east, and Brea to the south,
and unincorporated Los Angeles
County to the west. While Diamond
Bar does not have jurisdiction
in areas outside of its city limits,
general plans commonly consider
land outside a city’s jurisdictional
boundaries that “bear relation to its
planning” (California Government
Code Section 65300). This typically
includes a city’s SOI and may also
include additional land.

s
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CIT Y HISTORY
The area now known as the City of
Diamond Bar began as “Rancho
Los Nogales” (Ranch of the Walnut
Trees) after a Mexican land grant
in 1840. In 1918, after changes in
ownership and fragmentation,
portions of the original rancho
were reassembled as Diamond
Bar Ranch. The ranch continued
to be used mainly for agriculture

C

until 1956, when Christiana Oil
Corporation and the Capital
Oil Company (a subsidiary of
the Transamerica Corporation)
purchased the land and created a
comprehensive development plan,
making it one of the first masterplanned communities in Los Angeles
County. Suburbanization across
the region in the 1960s spurred

4
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SPHERE OF INFLUENCE
The SOI is defined as the ultimate physical boundary and service
area envisioned for the City, and encompasses both incorporated
and unincorporated territory. The Los Angeles County Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) reviews and approves
proposed boundary changes and annexations affecting the SOI.
The SOI boundary, which has remained relatively constant since
it was first approved in 1990, includes part of Tonner Canyon, an
undeveloped wooded canyon that stretches from SR-57 east to
the San Bernardino county line.

a
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Figure 1-1: Regional Setting
A n ge le s Na t io n a l Fo re s t

Burbank

215

15

Pasadena

210

Arcadia

110

Alhambra

El Monte

San Dimas

Baldwin
Park

Covina

Montebello

Pomona

405

5

Riverside

Firestone Scout
Reservation

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

La Habra

Chino H ills
State Park

91

Sa

Hawthorne

er

Ri

v

ORANGE COUNTY

Downey

105

Jurupa
Valley

71

Whittier

215

RIVERSIDE COUNTY

Chino

Powder
Canyon

South
Gate

Inglewood

SAN BERNADINO COUNTY

60

Walnut

60

10

Ontario

Diamond
Bar

Arroyo
Pescadero

110

Fontana

na

Los Angeles

West
Covina

Whittier
Narrows

Rialto

66

Frank G
Bonellli

10

Monterey
Park

Rancho
Cucamonga

Clairmont

aA

101

Compton

Norwalk

710

57

Yorba
Linda

Fullerton
Lakewood

Anaheim

605

Carson

405

Long
Beach

Rancho
Palos Verde

58

Cypress

241

Orange
Westminster

Irvine
Lake

22

Cleveland

Santa
Ana
Limestone
Canyon
R egional Par k

405

1

58

Irvine

Lake
Elsinore

Lake
Forest
73

1

Freeways

Forest

241

Newport
Beach

Parks/Open Space

National

5

Huntington
Beach

City of Diamond Bar

Lake
Matthews

15

Y
NT
OU Y
E C NT
SID OU
C
ER
RIV NGE
A
OR

Torrance

Corona

Placentia

Cerritos

Bommer
Canyon

0

Laguna
Beach

10

20
MILES

74

40

Laguna
Niguel

Dana
Point

RIVE
RSID
E CO
SAN
DIE
GO
CO

San
Clemente

Highways

a
Avalon

La
Elsin

133

OR
A
RIV NGE
C
ER
SID OUN
T
EC
OU Y
NT
Y

10

210

605

nt

Glendale

Griffith
Park

Culver
City

1

LOS A
NGELES
COUN
SAN B
TY
ERNAD
INO CO
UN T Y

210

Rail and Light Rail

Diamond Bar General Plan 2040 | INTRODUCTION
5

1-7

Figure 1-2: Planning Area
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housing and population growth in
Diamond Bar, transforming it into
a primarily residential community.
In 1989, after two unsuccessful
attempts, residents voted to
incorporate and on April 18, 1989,
Diamond Bar became Los Angeles
County’s 86th city.
Today, Diamond Bar continues
to be a predominately
residential suburban community.
Development in the city has
tended towards distinct, insulated
neighborhoods with minimal
connections to one another
or to the city’s pockets of
commercial activity. Diamond
Bar has also come to be known
for its destination corporate
and government center at
the confluence of SR-57 and
SR-60, which provides a high
concentration of jobs. As with
other bedroom communities,
Diamond Bar is largely car-

oriented, with residents relying
on cars to access parks, schools,
services, and jobs, in many
cases traveling outside of the
city for entertainment and
work. Community identity in
the city draws heavily from the
cohesiveness of its individual
neighborhoods and its natural
features. Residents take pride in
their hillsides, trees, and open
spaces, which are highlighted in
the city’s public parks and trails.
As the city continues to develop, it
faces many of the same pressures
affecting the region and state,
including worsening traffic,
reduced housing affordability,
and loss of open spaces. Looking
ahead, the community is seeking
ways to stay connected to its rural
beginnings, nurture the physical
and interpersonal connections
that tie the city together, and
foster a sustainable future for
generations to come.

The City of
Diamond
Bar began
as “Rancho
Los Nogales”
(Ranch of the
Walnut Trees)
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1.3

PLANNING PROCESS

The Diamond Bar General Plan was
first adopted in 1995. Since then,
substantial changes to the planning
context of the city have occurred,
including accelerated growth in the
region and shifts in the community’s
demographics, as well as new ways
of thinking about sustainability,
public health, and placemaking.
In light of these changes, the

city undertook a comprehensive
update of the General Plan as an
opportunity to reassess and refine
its long-term vision and identify
the new challenges it will face,
opportunities it will follow, and
approaches it will use to make that
vision a reality. The update process
began in the summer of 2016 and
included the following steps.

PROJEC T TIME LINE
Fall 2016

Fall/Winter

Spring 2018

Summer/Fall 2019

Project Initiation &
Issue Identification

Exploring
Alternatives

Preferred Plan
& Key Goals

Environmental
Impact Report

Alternatives
Evaluation

Community
Workshop #1

Community
Workshop #2

Stakeholder
Interviews

2016

2017
Existing Conditions,
Trends, & Opportunities
Assessment
Draft Existing
Conditions Report
Final Existing
Conditions Report

Winter 2016

Draft EIR

Preliminary
Preferred Plan

Final EIR

2018

2019

Draft
Preferred Plan
Final
Preferred Plan

Winter 2018

Adoption
Public
Review Draft
Public Review
Draft Climate
Action Plan
Hearings
Adopted General
Plan and Climate
Action Plan

PLAN

Winter 2019
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OUTREACH AC TIVITIES
Public participation was an essential
part of the General Plan update process.
A variety of outreach activities took
place throughout the planning process
to provide a forum to discuss priorities
and values, allow for the evaluation
of different policy options, and bring

a wide range of community members
and perspectives into the conversation.
Summaries of each activity were made
available to members of the public and
decision-makers and are part of the
public record.

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS
The planning team conducted a series of interviews with stakeholders representing a
range of local and regional interests. A total of 23 stakeholders participated, including
real estate professionals, local developers, commercial property owners, service
organization representatives, major employers, active community members, former
City Council members, school district administrators, small business owners, and youth
organizations. Stakeholders were given the opportunity to provide their viewpoints on
issues of significance, Diamond Bar’s future, general planning concerns, and other topics
of specific interest. The interviews provided the planning team with insight into issues of
significance for each of the stakeholder groups.

SURVEYS
Two online surveys were conducted over the course of
the planning process. The first survey occurred during the
visioning phase of the project and was intended to explore
community members’ vision for the future of the city as well
as uncover any important issues related to various aspects
of life in Diamond Bar. The survey was available online in
October 2016 in English, Korean, and Chinese, and was also
administered in person at pop-up booths at four different
community events (Barktober Fest, Quail Summit Elementary
School Carnival, Eco Expo, and Diamond Bar High School
Food Festival). The survey received a total of 501 responses.
The second survey took place between October 12
and November 12, 2017 and was focused on gathering
community reactions to the three land use alternatives. The
survey was available online in English, Chinese, and Korean,
and printed versions were also provided at the Whispering
Fountains of Diamond Bar senior housing complex, the
Diamond Bar Center, the public library, and City Hall.
Respondents also had the option of printing out the survey
from the project website to complete by hand and return to
City Hall. A total of 638 people responded to the survey.
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WORKSHOPS
The first community workshop was held
on November 9, 2016 and used activities
and discussion to collect information
from community members regarding
their visions for the future and their
perspectives on major planning issues
to be addressed during the update.
Around 80 community members
participated in the workshop, while a
number of Planning Commissioners, City
Council members, and General Plan
Advisory Committee members observed
the event. Translation services were
provided for Mandarin, Korean, and
American Sign Language.
The second community workshop took
place on October 19, 2017 and focused
on the three land use alternatives.
Participants received a presentation
on the alternatives and their potential
impacts and took part in discussions
about their preferences and concerns
for each alternative. Approximately
130 community members attended the
workshop, along with members of the
Planning Commission, City Council,
and GPAC who observed. Mandarin
and Korean translation services were
provided.
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Diamond Bar community members actively
participated in two community workshops and
discussed their ideas and recommendations for the
2040 General Plan.

POP UPS
Over the course of the project, the
City held a number of pop-up events
to raise awareness about the planning
process and gather comments from
a large cross-section of Diamond Bar
residents. During the visioning phase of
the project, the City set up booths at
four community events to promote the
first public workshop and administer
the first survey. During the alternatives
phase, the City focused on popular
destinations such as the high schools
and local markets to promote the
alternatives workshop and survey and
receive feedback.

INTRODUCTION 1.0
PA R T I C I PAT E!
Working together, we will create a long-term vision for
Diamond Bar and a roadmap to get there.

General Plan Update
Community Workshop
Wednesday, November 9
6:30-8:30 PM | Grand View Ballroom

Diamond Bar Center, 1600 Grand Avenue
Come to the first community workshop to share your vision for the future
of Diamond Bar and give input on major planning issues to be addressed
during the General Plan Update.
The community workshop is just the start—we welcome your participation
in all phases of the General Plan Update. Look for information about the
General Plan at various community events.

Two newsletters were mailed out to update community
members on the progress of the General Plan.

NEWSLETTERS
The City used direct mailings to update
community members on progress,
announce upcoming workshops and
surveys, and provide background
information on the process. Two
newsletters were mailed to all Diamond
Bar addresses to announce the start of
the project and introduce the alternatives.
The newsletters were also available online
through the project website. The City also
made announcements through its monthly
newsletter, DBConnection, and news
releases through local outlets and the
City’s website.

SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLKIT
A social media tool kit was developed
to provide key stakeholders with
copy-ready text for incorporation into
social media sites. The kit included
graphics and content to easily
Visit www.DiamondBarGP.com for up-to-date news, to join
convey
project information. Key
the email list, complete a short survey, and submit comments.
stakeholders were asked to choose
the content that best resonated with
their constituents and contacts list
and copy and paste it to their social
media platforms. The social media
tool kit consisted of post for social
media venues, a brief article, and a
widget that could easily be pinned to
websites and social media platforms.
Stakeholders invited to participate
included educational institutions/
principals, homeowner associations,
and civic and professional groups.

WEBSITE

The project website provided updates on the planning
process as well as additional resources and background
information on Diamond Bar.

A project website was created to
provide updates on the planning
process, meeting materials and
minutes, documents for public
review, and additional background
information on Diamond Bar and the
General Plan update.
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GE NER AL PL AN ADVISORY COMMIT TE E
A General Plan Advisory Committee
(GPAC) was established by the City
Council to serve in an advisory role
to the Planning Commission and
City Council on matters related to
the General Plan update. The GPAC
was convened to provide input on
the project, reviewing work products
and draft policies, receiving and
considering public comments, and
sharing perspectives based on their

experiences and conversations with
community members before making
recommendations to the Planning
Commission and City Council. The
GPAC was made up of 15 volunteers
from the community who met a total
of 10 times over the course of the
project. All GPAC meetings were
open to the public and allowed for
public comment, and were subject
to the Brown Act.

PL ANNING COMMISSION AND CIT Y COUNCIL
The Planning Commission and City
Council held three public joint study
sessions to provide direction on
the General Plan update. The first,
held on August 10, 2016, covered
the responsibilities of the GPAC and
the identification of issues that the
project should address. The second
meeting, held on March 29, 2017,
covered findings from community
outreach and the existing
conditions research. The third
meeting, held on January 30, 2018,
covered the land use alternatives

General
Planning
Advisory
Committee
(GPAC)
members.

1-14 INTRODUCTION | Diamond Bar General Plan 2040

and resulted in the selection of the
Preferred Plan.
Upon completion of the Public
Review Draft General Plan and
Environmental Impact Report,
the Planning Commission and
City Council held two joint study
sessions. The Planning Commission
held one public hearing prior to
recommending the Plan to the City
Council. The City Council held one
public hearing and adopted the
General Plan.

INTRODUCTION 1.0
1.4

VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

COMMUNIT Y VISION
The community vision forms the
basis for the General Plan’s goals
and policies. The vision is an
expression of the collective hopes
and aspirations that members of the

Diamond Bar community have for
the City’s future, and was formed
from all of the input shared by
community members throughout
the planning process.

VISION 2040
In 2040 Diamond Bar has a balance of housing and retail
choices, ample job and business opportunities, and an
abundance of options for gathering and recreation. A lively
Town Center provides community members with access to
local services, entertainment, employment, and homes in an
attractive, walkable environment. Diamond Bar continues to
welcome and celebrate cultural diversity, and maintains a
safe, quiet, and family-friendly atmosphere where residents
of all ages and abilities are happy and healthy and live
sustainably. Through thoughtful planning, collaboration,
and stewardship, the community is able to meet the needs
of current and future generations, both growing as a city
and preserving the strong connections and environmental
resources that define its “country living” identity.

The
community
vision and
guiding
principles
were formed
by the
community
throughout
the planning
process.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The following Guiding Principles
expand upon the community
vision, establishing detailed,
actionable objectives that
support the vision and provide
a foundation for the goals
and policies in the General
Plan. The Guiding Principles
emerged from the various
comments and community
discussions that took place as
part of the planning process.
All of the General Plan’s goals
and policies advance one or
more of the Guiding Principles
in order to achieve the
community vision.
1. Maintain a welcoming, safe
small-town feel. Continue to
cultivate a welcoming, safe
small-town feel that is inclusive
of Diamond Bar’s diverse
and changing population
while preserving existing
neighborhoods.
2. Promote a family-friendly
community. Promote Diamond
Bar’s strong and high performing
school system, support the City’s
youth activities and provide
housing choices for families to
continue to make Diamond Bar
a desirable place for families.
3. Create an inviting Town Center.
Foster the development of a
vibrant, pedestrian-oriented
Town Center in Diamond Bar that
serves as a place for Diamond
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Bar’s residents to shop, dine, and
gather.
4. Develop attractive commercial
centers and thriving businesses.
Help Diamond Bar’s existing
commercial centers and
businesses thrive, and attract
new businesses to centrally
located focus areas to serve the
daily needs of residents.
5. Establish a balanced circulation
network. Improve mobility for all
residents, visitors, and workers
by providing a diversity of safe
and convenient transportation
options in a cohesive network,
including active transportation,
transit, and automobile facilities.
6. Support Healthy and Sustainable
Lifestyles. Promote human
and community health and
environmental quality through
the provision of parks and open
spaces, community programs
and services, the preservation of
local and regional environmental
resources, and the reduction of
the greenhouse gas emissions.
7. Foster a strong, collaborative
community. Provide
opportunities for gatherings
among friends, families, and
the community at large and
encourage all members of the
community to participate in
planning and decision-making
for the future.

INTRODUCTION 1.0
1.5

PLAN ORGANIZATION

The General Plan is organized by
topic in nine chapters, as follows.
Chapters 2 through 9 constitute
the seven required elements of a
General Plan, as well as optional
elements covering the topics
found to be important to the
community.
• 	Chapter 1: Introduction. This
chapter outlines the vision
for Diamond Bar’s future and
guiding principles for its growth
and development, provides a
basic context for the General
Plan Planning Area, and covers
the General Plan’s purpose,
relationships to other plans,
organization, and requirements
for administration.
• 	Chapter 2: Land Use and
Economic Development. This
chapter describes the existing
land use pattern and provides
an explanation of the General
Plan’s approach to citywide
growth. The goals and policies
in this chapter provide the
physical framework for land use
and development in the city. In
addition, this chapter provides
an overview of the population
and employment context in
Diamond Bar, and outlines
goals and policies to support
economic development. The
land use portion of this chapter
is required by State law, while
the economic development
portion is an optional topic.

• 	Chapter 3: Community
Character and Placemaking.
This chapter provides policy
direction on the desired
character of Diamond Bar at a
citywide scale. It also includes
an urban design framework for
development occurring in the
Town Center, Neighborhood
Mixed Use, Transit-Oriented
Mixed Use, and Community
Core focus areas. This chapter
is an optional General Plan
element.
• 	Chapter 4: Circulation. This
chapter includes policies and
standards that seek to maintain
safe and efficient circulation
for all modes of travel. It
identifies street improvements,
and addresses walking, biking,
transit, and parking to support
a multi-modal circulation
system. The Circulation Element
is required by State law.
• 	Chapter 5: Resource
Conservation. This chapter
includes background
information and policies
relating to the conservation
and preservation of open
space resources, biological
resources, water resources,
air quality, and cultural
resources. This chapter satisfies
the requirements for both an
Open Space Element and a
Conservation Element, which
are required by State law.

Diamond Bar General Plan 2040 | INTRODUCTION

1-17

• 	Chapter 6: Public Facilities and
Services. This chapter contains
background information, goals,
and policies related to schools,
community facilities and
libraries, parks and recreation,
water supply and demand,
and public utilities. This chapter
is an optional General Plan
element.
• 	Chapter 7: Public Safety. This
chapter provides an overview
of the public safety risks in
Diamond Bar related to seismic
and geologic hazards, flood
hazards, hazardous materials
and operations, airport
hazards, fire hazards, and
noise. This chapter satisfies the
requirements for both a Safety
Element and a Noise Element,
which are required by State
law.
• 	Chapter 8: Community Health
and Sustainability. This chapter
outlines public health concerns

The Plan should
be reviewed
and revised as
new information
and community
priorities evolve
over time.
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related to the General Plan,
and includes goals and
policies to improve public
health through environmental
justice, active living, healthy
food, social connections, and
sustainable living. This chapter
is an optional General Plan
element.
• 	Chapter 9: Housing. This
Chapter contains the
policies and programs to
conserve and improve
existing affordable housing,
provide adequate housing
sites, assist in development of
affordable housing, removing
governmental constraints
and promote equal housing
opportunities. As the Housing
Element is required to be
updated on a state-mandated
cycle, the most recently
adopted Housing Element is
incorporated into this Chapter.
The Housing Element is required
by State law.

INTRODUCTION 1.0
Each General Plan element contains the parts
described below.
Chapters: Each of the General Plan chapters
gathers a number of related topics under
one big-picture umbrella. Several of the
chapters are based on State general plan
requirements, while others are based on
themes derived from the community’s values.

LAND USE &
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

2.0

How land is used underpins the
experience of living, working,
or visiting a place, making
land use a pivotal element of
a General Plan. The Land Use
and Economic Development
Chapter directs the location,
form, and character of future
physical development and
economic growth, shaping
where people will live, work,
and play in Diamond Bar.

Topics: Each chapter is divided
into topics that help to organize
background information
and provide context for the
accompanying policies.

Figures, tables, charts, and
images: The General Plan is
illustrated with figures, tables,
charts, and images to provide
clarifying detail for the topics
covered. In some cases, figures
or tables may establish standards
or policies (such as the Land Use
Diagram or Noise Standards). In
such cases, this is clearly stated or
referenced in a policy.

Goals and Policies: Goals and policies are the core
of the General Plan.
–– G oals are statements of broad direction,
philosophy, or standards to be achieved.
–– Policies are statements that support the
implementation of the Goals.
–– Clarifying Text: Italicized text included with
a policy provides additional information or
examples to clarify the intent or application of
the policy.
Diamond Bar General Plan 2040 | INTRODUCTION
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1.6

RELATED DOCUMENTS

GE NER AL PL AN BACKGROUND DOCUME NTS
As part of the planning process,
the City of Diamond Bar developed
a series of documents to inform
decision-makers and members
of the public about the results of
research and analyses related to
the General Plan. These include the

three-volume Existing Conditions
Report, summaries of outreach
activities and findings, the
Alternatives Evaluation, meeting
notes, and others, and can be
referenced on the City of Diamond
Bar’s website.

E NVIRONME NTAL IMPAC T RE PORT
This General Plan is accompanied
by an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) prepared according to the
California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA). The EIR is a programlevel analysis of the potential
environmental effects of the
General Plan and Climate Action
Plan, evaluates alternatives to the
proposed project, and presents
ways to reduce or avoid detrimental
environmental impacts. The EIR
process ensures that environmental

The Plan should
be reviewed
and revised as
new information
and community
priorities evolve
over time.
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concerns are identified and informs
General Plan policies that can
help to reduce potential adverse
environmental effects of future
development. CEQA requires that
the City Council certify the EIR prior
to adoption of the General Plan.
Future development consistent with
the General Plan will be able to
“tier” its environmental analysis from
the certified EIR, allowing for a more
streamlined development process.

INTRODUCTION 1.0
CLIM ATE AC TION PL AN
This General Plan is accompanied
by a Climate Action Plan (CAP)
prepared in accordance with the
California Air Resources Board
2017 Climate Change Scoping
Plan and Statewide targets for
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
reduction. The CAP is a detailed
analysis of the General Plan’s
contribution to climate change
and associated environmental
and socioeconomic effects. The
CAP provides GHG reduction
targets based on Statewide
thresholds established in AB 32,
SB 32, and the 2017 Scoping Plan.
To establish compliance with
these targets, the CAP includes
an inventory of existing GHG
emissions and a projection of

emissions under the General Plan
in the SB 32 target year 2030 and
General Plan buildout year 2040.
The CAP provides a framework for
the City of Diamond Bar to monitor
progress toward GHG emissions
reduction and meet emissions
targets and recommends optional
strategies for further emissions
reduction. The EIR analyzes
potential environmental effects of
the Climate Action Plan, which will
be adopted with the General Plan.
Therefore, future development
consistent with the General Plan
and Climate Action Plan will be
able to “tier” its environmental
analysis from the certified EIR and
ensure compliance with Statewide
emissions reduction goals.

OTHER PL ANS AND IMPLE ME NTATION PROGR A MS
The City maintains several
specific, area, and master plans
that cover specific geographic
areas or facilities, such as parks
and trails. Consistent with State
law, these documents, as well as
any implementing programs, are

required to be consistent with the
General Plan. These plans and
programs will be used to provide
further specificity on General
Plan policy and provide more
detailed direction and strategies
for implementation.
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1.7

ADMINISTRATION

IMPLE ME NTATION
The General Plan is intended to be
a dynamic document. As part of
implementation, the Plan should
be reviewed regularly regardless
of the horizon year and revised as
new information becomes available
and the community’s priorities

evolve. The Plan should be updated
periodically as site-specific
circumstances change from the
time of writing, to respond to new
State or federal law, or to modify
policies that may become obsolete
or unrealistic over time.

A ME NDME NTS TO THE GE NER AL PL AN
Changes in policy as well as
the development of unforeseen
opportunities or needs will require
amendment of the General Plan.
California Government Code
Section 65358 provides that no
mandatory element of this General
Plan may be amended more
frequently than four times during
any calendar year. However,
this restriction does not apply to

optional elements, to amendments
needed to comply with a court
decision, or to allow for the
development of affordable housing.
Within this limitation, amendments
may be made at any time as
determined by the Diamond Bar
City Council, and each amendment
may include more than one change
to the Plan.

ANNUAL RE PORT
The California Government Code
requires that City staff submit an
annual report to the City Council on
the status of the General Plan and
progress in its implementation. This
report is submitted to the Governor’s
Office on Planning and Research
and the Department of Housing
and Community Development. The
report must include an analysis of
the progress made in meeting the
City’s share of regional housing
needs (identified in the Housing
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Element) and local efforts to
remove governmental constraints
to the maintenance, improvement,
and development of affordable
housing. Finally, the report should
also include a summary of all
General Plan amendments adopted
during the preceding year, a
description of upcoming projects or
General Plan issues to be addressed
in the coming year, and a work
program.

