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From: Judy Leung [mailto:sljleung@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 10:17 PM 
To: Greg Gubman 
Subject: STRONGLY OPPOSE to "Site D" Specific Plan 
Importance: High 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to "Site D" Specific Plan.

I am a resident living right at the southeast corner of Brea Canyon Road and Diamond Bar Blvd. 
This is already a very very busy corner with a lot of traffic especially during the "busy" hours ..... 
many people are driving on Brea Canyon Road commuting to and from Orange County. Air 
quality and noise level that coming from FWY 57 (that wraps around that corner) are already 
very bad.....and not even mention about how bad the traffic already is in this area. Approving 
Site D Specific Plan will definitely make the already existing problems worst. To tell you how 
bad it is.......we can't open our windows during the night as the noise level is very irritable. 
During the day time, the noise makes it very unpleasant to stay and spend time in our back 
yard.

I am also very concern that the property value in our neighborhood will be greatly affected. The 
"low density" residential set up in this community is the major reason that we (and many of my 
neighbors) moved to this area. Altering the original zoning and planning for this community will 
adversely affect and permanently damage the harmony in the neighborhood. It is totally 
irresponsible to put the residents' wealth in jeopardy. 

Thank you for your attention to this serious matter !!! 
Diamond Bar residents, 
Siu's Family 



From: cchung1263@roadrunner.com [mailto:cchung1263@roadrunner.com]
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2009 3:03 PM 
To: Greg Gubman 
Subject: Comment on the DEIR Site D Specific Plan 

Mr. Gubman: 

This email is to provide comments to the Draft EIR of Site D Specific Plan. 

I am in support of the development of the subject site.  I have concerns of impacts to the 
adjacent residential areas during construction.  I am therefore requesting the City to place 
additional conditions within the EIR and conditions of approval to protect the adjacent residents. 

My first concerns is that of initial grubbing and grading.  The initial grubbing (clearing of 
vegetation) of the site could potentially drive insects and rodents towards the residential 
properties up towards the East and North.  Relating to this concern is my concern of leaving a 
remnant of natural vegetation along Diamond Bar Boulevard at the bottom of our residential lots 
(from 2901 Diamond Ridge, 21438 Cold Spring Lane to 21482 Cold Spring Lane).  I would 
recommend that the City require the initial future developer/grader to commence grubbing 
(remove vegetation) at the bottom of the residential area first and grub towards the site, thus 
driving the insects and rodents away from the residential homes towards the LA County Flood 
Control Channel.  Also as a suggestion, the Developer should be required to install and 
maintain the landscaping and/or a meandering walkway along Diamond Bar Boulevard north to 
Cold Spring Lane (2901 Diamond Ridge).  To leave this insignificant vegetation would only 
create problems in the future in my opinion.  It would not be fair to remove a majority of natural 
habitat in the area and force the adjacent residents to accept the responsibilities of displaced 
wildlife and future declaration of the need to protect habitat.  I already feel like I am in the movie 
Caddy Shack trying to get rid of the gophers. 

The second concern is the hours of operation of grading and construction activities.  It is my 
understanding that grading and construction activities can occur as early as 7 a.m. six days a 
week.  I have a concern that 7 a.m. is too early being so near to residential areas and I would 
therefore recommend that such activities not occur before 8 a.m.  With Castlerock Elementary 
nearby and the proximity to residential areas, I also request full and special protection of air 
quality.  Please ensure that all dust and erosion controls measures are fully in place to protect 
our children and residents and that if it is later found not to be satisfactory, that the developer 
would be also required to mitigate with whatever means are available. 

My last comment is drainage.  As we live on top of a hill, this site accepts all drainage from the 
residential areas (slopes) above.  I noticed that the drainage study was based on a 50-year 
discharge.  I am curious, as the reason that a 100-year discharged was not analyzed as many 
projects use the 100-year storm discharge as the standard worse case scenario.  50-year storm 
discharge is not standard as being the worse case scenario.  As such, failure to consider worse 
case scenario could place the City at significant risk and liability if flooding and slope failures 
should occur. 

Again, I am not against any development.  I am respectfully requesting the City to protect 
against and minimize all impacts to the adjacent residents with not just the issues raised above, 
but with all potential issues. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 































August 10, 2009 

 
Mr. Greg Gubman, ACIP 
City of Diamond Bar 
21825 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765‐4178 
 

Dear Mr. Gubman, 

Thank you for hosting the neighborhood meeting on August 3rd regarding the DEIR and the Draft Site “D” Specific 
Plan. Meetings such as these can be challenging at times however it’s great to see our city government host and 
participate in open forums. 

I heard several common themes in the meeting and wanted to highlight them. 

First, I believe the challenge most of the citizens have with the Draft Site “D” Plan is the lack of a compelling vision. 
The plan is essentially “more of the same” and lacks originality or creativity. The only individual who seemed to 
have any passion about this plan was Mr. Rogers who is not a resident of Diamond Bar and seems to be out of 
touch with the needs of the community. Who is the audience for this plan? What questions does it answer? Whose 
needs are being addressed? 

Let’s start with the key stakeholders: The City Government, Walnut Valley School District & the Citizens of 
Diamond Bar. Are there any others? What are their long‐term needs? I assume the City and School District are 
looking for new revenue streams to balance future budgets. The citizens are looking for something that fits a 
perceived need and addresses existing concerns. 

Concern #1: Traffic – A solution needs to be found before any other major projects are undertaken. Diamond Bar 
Blvd and Grand Ave are used as a bypass for the 57/60 interchange during the morning & afternoon commutes. 
The citizens will have a difficult time swallowing any project that involves a growth in traffic without answers to 
the current problem. Can the City lobby the State to build new toll road bypasses? Can the City lobby for funding 
for research to develop solutions? What are all the options? Can the City get Federal Funding to build its own Toll 
Road?  

Concern #2: Commercial Space – The city has a history of empty commercial space. A Master Plan needs to address 
this underutilized space and create a long‐term solution. An example might be a major single shopping area (Kmart 
area & surrounding structures) where a large shopping area such as Brea’s Birch Street is built where you have an 
inviting environment. This stands a greater chance of drawing major retailer’s. A recent campaign to lure Trader 
Joe’s was unsuccessful due to demographics. Has the City evaluated the concerns of Trader Joe’s and initiated 
steps to address those concerns? I would assume most other major retailer’s would have similar concerns. In 
addition, the point was made that most of our community neighbor’s have already attracted major retailers. 
Would retailers even consider Diamond Bar at this point? Is anyone researching this? A different direction; perhaps 
the City could give the owners of the existing commercial areas incentives to modernize and provide attractive 
lease rates. Bottom line: Diamond Hills Plaza is a great example of half conceived strategies. The City needs to 
learn from this lesson and find ways to complete the vision. 



Concern #3: Condos / Townhouses – This goes against several initiatives already in place. The citizens are currently 
asked to reduce their water & energy consumption. We’ve already discussed the additional traffic this project 
draws. How does building more units support these initiatives? Does the City really need more housing? In today’s 
economic climate the City is experiencing a large percentage of empty housing and/or houses that are in 
foreclosure. Building additional units is counterproductive. When the economy turns around the City still has the 
same challenges with traffic and serving the existing residents. Building additional residences only increases the 
problems of an underserved community. 

Concern #4: Community Recreation Area – Why is the City not supporting this direction? I heard several citizens 
express going to other cities due to the lack of a park / recreation area / Dog Park / walking trails / biking trails in 
the South side of Diamond Bar (myself included). How can a City Government of an affluent community view this 
as acceptable? Site “D” is one of the last major open expanses of land in Diamond Bar and would be a perfect 
location for a park. From a political standpoint it will win major points with the citizens. It addresses the concerns 
of Traffic, Noise, Resources and Beautification. It is a long‐term solution and not a short term response. Does this 
need to be designed as a money maker for both the City and the School District? If so, let’s think creatively. Could 
an entrance fee be charged to non‐residents? If a dog park was created could the city require dog permits for non‐
residents? Could the land be put in a trust and/or leased out to the city for a long period of time (99 years) so the 
School District could draw ongoing revenue? 

When the needs of the community are met then a project like the Draft Site “D” Specific Plan can be presented. Do 
not ignore the 85% of Citizens who support a park / wilderness area. The current Draft Site “D” Specific Plan is a no 
win scenario for the City Government, the School District and the Citizens. We must not accept a repeat of history.  

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Adrian Castro, Homeowner 
21357 Ambushers St. 
Diamond Bar, CA 917665 
(909) 720‐2690 












































